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Luther's educational positions. — But the documents
which most fully reveal his educational positions are his
Letter to the Mayors and Aldermen of All Cities of Germany
in behalf of Christian Schools (1524), and his Sermon on the
Duty of Sending Children to School (1530). The purpose
of education, Luther everywhere holds, should include
the promotion of the State's welfare quite as much as that
of the Church. The schools were to make good citizens
as well as religious men. In his Letter he declares:
The highest welfare, safety, and power of a city consist in able,
learned, wise, upright, and cultivated citizens who can secure, preserve,
and utilize every treasure and advantage. . . . Though there were
no soul, nor heaven, nor hell, but only the civil government, would
not this require good schools and learned men more than do our
spiritual interests? . . . For establishment of the best schools
everywhere, both for boys and girls, it is a sufficient consideration
that society, for the maintenance of civil order and the proper regula-
tion of the household, needs accomplished and well-trained men and
women.
Educational institutions should, on that account, be
maintained at public expense for everyone — rich and
poor, high and low, boys and girls alike, and attendance
should be compelled by the civic authorities. Realizing
that some pupils may find it hard to get the necessary time
for school, Luther planned that "they should spend an
hour or two a day in school, and the rest of the time in
work at home, learn some trade and do whatever is desired,
so that study and work may go on together/7 But he also
urged a more academic course "for the brightest pupils,
who give promise of becoming accomplished teachers,
preachers, and workers.7'
In all cases Luther naturally believed that the chief
studies should be the Bible and the catechism. As a
Northern humanist, however, he recommended the ancient

